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Dear Little Lambs, 

 The focus of today’s devotion is repentance. But first, a little nostalgia. In our growing up 

years, and even today, many of us have owned and loved a dog as a family pet.  Especially as a 

kid, the love, the fun, and companionship and even the heartache of losing a dog in death can 

teach many valuable lessons of life. And so it was with “Dash,” our mixed-breed dachshund. 

 Dash was mostly an indoor dog. But occasionally she would venture over to the dark side by 

wandering off into the vacant lot next door. Invariably, she would find and eat something disa-

greeable, something that she wasn’t supposed to eat. Maybe it would just be grass, or maybe a 

noxious weed, or maybe something more sinister like a partially decomposed skink.  Then she 

would come stumbling back , retching and choking, finally throwing up in the driveway. 

 A little too pithy? Hang on. It gets worse. Seemingly rid of her indigestion, Dash would 

quickly walk away– only to return to the puke pile within a few minutes. Sniffing. Licking. Tast-

ing...Yuck!! Never mind. But hold that thought. Now let’s get back to our devotion. We know that 

every prophet and apostle from Genesis to Revelation, and every evangelist from John the Baptist 

to Billy Graham have preached repentance. Because repentance is the absolute beginning of a per-

sonal relationship with Christ Jesus. No doctrine, no creed, no message is more important. Paul 

warned the early church of the universal need for repentance: “For all have sinned and come 

short of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23, KJV) All have sinned. And thus, all  are called to repent-

ance. The Lord Jesus makes that call very clear.  “..except ye repent, ye shall likewise per-

ish.” (Luke 13:3 KJV) 

 Church libraries around the world are filled with volumes about the who, what, when, 

where and why of repentance. It would be beyond presumptuous to think that we could even skim 

the surface in this limited space. So we must focus on one small but critically important step in 

the repentance journey. Repentance is always a struggle. The penitent must confess their sin and 

acknowledge their need for a Savior. But then they must take that first step-some would say the 

most difficult step on the Roman  Road to Salvation.  They must turn away from their sin. Turning 

away is the key. Turning away from the lame excuses and habits of a lifetime, from bad behaviors, 

from the misery of sin of every kind. Sometimes repentance is accompanied by sackcloth and ash-

es, sometimes by prayer and fasting, often by tears of sorrow. But always turning away. Nothing is 

more basic, more fundamental. Or more difficult…. 

 But wait. Maybe “ turning away: is not the most difficult step. Let’s look again at the seem-

ingly bizarre behavior of Dash, my long-ago companion. But as we do, let’s pull up our Scripture of 

the day from Proverbs: “As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.” Prov-

erbs 26:11). Yes, the language in King James is sometimes raw and unfiltered. However, in all his 

Iwisdom, Solomon saw no need to tone down his warning. He must have had a dog. Inexplicably, a 

dog is drawn back to his own puke, the very thing that had caused his torment in the first place. 

 From King Solomon, fast forward a few thousand years. Dogs haven’t changed much-and ap-

parently neither have we. Too often, almost before our tears of shame and sorrow have dried, we 

are already being drawn back to the root cause of our own misery, making excuses to justify and 

explain our relapse. The Scriptures address backsliding many times, none more directly, more elo-

quently then Jesus Himself. “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back is fit 

for the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62. So perhaps the most difficult step on the repentance jour-

ney is the step we must not take-the step backwards to our own vomit. At all costs, we must avoid 

the tag of “a fool that returneth to his folly.”     Blessings, Mike Rider, Volunteer 

      A John and Eileen Sala Prison and Teaching 
Ministry 
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Little Lambs Inc,  Hi.  I am a prisoner looking for a challenging Bible Study Course. I have a degree 

in both BS Mechanical Engineering and Masters Christian Leadership. I am a writer and enjoy it. I 

stay on lockdown 24 hours 7 days a week and request you consider sending me the whole course 

at once, all 16 lessons, as l will have it prayerfully done in a week. I love spending nothing but time 

in the Lord. May God bless you. I hope to receive  my lessons soon.  Thank you in Christ. Andy in 

Tx. We understand his desire to have all the lessons and work to do while on lock down, but we do not send 

more than one lesson at a time so our system functions efficiently without extra lessons being sent. We will 

however, send him lessons to his home on release in 2025 if necessary.  

To whom it may concern: Hello! I hope this letter finds you all in good health. My name is Antho-

ny, and I am an inmate in Tennessee. I was recently blessed with a list of prison ministries and 

found you all’s information. A little about me: I grew up in the church from an early age up 

through high school. After high school I was hit and miss with my attendance to the point I 

stopped attending altogether.  From October of 2019, to May of 2020, I lost three of my five re-

maining grandparents and the day after Mother’s Day, my mother passed away in her sleep at the 

age of 47. I completely turned my back on God and wanted nothing to do with him anymore for 

the rest of my life.  But thankfully, He never gave up on me.  Though it took the crisis of me com-

ing to jail, separation from my family and other losses.  God has blessed me beyond count.  Isn’t 

God good!? That He love us enough to do what it takes to bring us back into his loving embrace.  I 

am writing in hopes of receiving some of your bible studies in English.  Thank you. Anthony. 

Essay on Luke 8:11 Parable of the seeds and the sower. The devil is looking for 

new Christians to try to convince them that they are following the wrong 

path! He wants to deceive new believers because they are easy to take back 

into his flock, so we need to build on the Rock of Ages Jesus Christ and keep 

Him in mind always. James 

Dear Partners, 
 Having just come from a pleasant 60s degree weather, I am floored by hot it is here! I spent 10 
days in Boise, Idaho, for my granddaughter’s graduation and enjoyed seeing all my family. The ceremo-
ny was a blessing. Her school was a Christian school and the song the students sang was “How deep the 
Father’s Love for Us.” I was so blessed by the commitment of these young people and their testimonies in 
their speeches. We are excited for Sophie, my granddaughter, as she will be playing soccer for Utah Uni-
versity starting this summer.  
 June will mark the start of our classes in Avon Park Prison.  I am excited to start classes again, 
however, the rainy season will play havoc with us. The challenges for prison classes include the weather 
here in Florida. Bad weather and lightning will require a lock down because security is compromised and 
classes canceled. But I am excited for the opportunity to meet new lambs!  
 We have been blessed with a whole set of 4 new doors here at Lambs.  Jeremi-
ah from 2nd Chance has skillfully painted them in the red color of our original 
doors.  Red was my husband, John Sala’s favorite color and we enjoyed it for  the 
last 20 years. However, Florida rain and heat has required we replace them.  Joey in-
stalled 2 of the new doors and now they are painted a lovely red color again. Slowly, 
but surely we continue to update our building. We have just finished the upstairs 
closet and attic insulation.  Our next project will probably be the old air conditioner. 
It has a very time keeping up with this severe heat. Returning from my cool weather 
trip to my car at 106 degrees was an eye opener! I had to reacclimate myself to Flor-
ida!! My love and best wishes to all of you and our thanks for all your generous giv-
ing in these perilous times. 
        Your servant, 
                    Eileen Sala 

Meet Omar Cortez, our newest  graduate of 2nd 

Chance Ministry.  Omar, from Okeechobee, Fl, is a 

very industrious hard worker, self motivated, and 

very talented. He plans to stay in Sebring and start 

his own business. We would be blessed by used ve-

hicles that these men could use to start their new 

life. Please continue to pray for the men and the 

graduates! 


